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It is generally agreed that there are at least three types of copular constructions: predicational (Maria is a teacher), 
specificational (The teacher is Maria), and equative (Clark Kent is Superman) (e.g., Mikkelsen 2005, 2011). One of 
the key questions that research on this topic addresses is if and how these clauses are related to one another, both 
derivationally and in their underlying structure. Specificational sentences are the most controversial type, having been 
argued to be either inverted predicational sentences (e.g., Heggie 1988, Moro 1997, Heycock 1994, Mikkelsen 2005, 
den Dikken 2006a), inverted equatives (e.g., Heycock and Kroch 1999, 2002, Rothstein 2001), or a distinct sentence 
type (e.g., Romero 2005, Arregi et al. 2021).  

In this paper we discuss new data from copular sentences in Ch’ol (Mayan). We show that the three types of 
copular sentences have different surface syntax in Ch’ol, and argue that agreement patterns show that predicational 
and specificational sentence also differ in their underlying structure. Specifically, while predicational sentences 
obligatorily show absolutive agreement with a 1st or 2nd person referential subject (I am a teacher), there is no 
agreement with the referential constituent in specificational sentences (The teacher is me.). We argue that, given 
assumptions on how absolutive agreement arises in Ch’ol, its obligatory absence in specificational sentences is 
unexpected under analyses that propose the referential constituent to be the underlying subject in both predicational 
and specificational sentences, with the surface order being the result of syntactic inversion. Additionally, we argue 
that specificiational sentences are also not a subtype of equatives. We propose that the non-referential constituent in 
specificational sentences (The teacher is me) is in fact the underlying subject, and that specificational sentences are 
therefore a sentence type distinct from both predicational sentences and from equatives. 
 


