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Over the course of the investigation of nominalizations, we have learned a lot about the systematic ambiguity of 
nominals such as observation between an event reading (Complex Event Nominalization, CEN, Simple Event 
Nominalization, SEN) and a result reading (Result Nominalization, RN). The questions at the center of this 
investigation have been how this ambiguity arises and what it can tell us about the syntactic structure of 
nominalizations and their syntactic surroundings. I argue in this paper that another reading, the content reading, 
offers a window on the structure of nominalizations. Complex Content Nominalizations (CCNs) are neither SENs 
nor RNs, emphasizing the ambiguity problem in nominalization anew. I argue that German CCNs and their 
characteristic syntax of CP-complementation are best accommodated in a structural polysemy account in terms of 
allosemy. While the addition of yet another reading is problematic for the prevalent homophony-based approaches 
to nominalization ambiguity, a small but ‘> 2’ set of readings is in fact expected once the readings are derived 
from the mechanisms of allosemy. 

In the allosemy-based theory, two heads, subject to allomorphy and allosemy, determine form, syntactic 
behavior, and interpretation of the nominal. This is an advantage over the common homophony approaches to 
nominalization, which distinguish large, ‘more verbal’ structures from small, purely nominal ones. They run into 
problems when the morphology or the meaning space or the syntactic distribution of nominalizations calls for 
further differentiation, including that homophony between different structures is less plausible the more different 
structures there are. Polysemy approaches, on the other hand, are traditionally purely lexical, and thus offer little 
insight into the syntactic behavior of the nominalizations. The broader claim is that the structural polysemy 
approach affords the right amount of flexibility to the interpretation and structural configuration of 
nominalizations, and that allosemy is a promising approach to ambiguity phenomena in derivational morphology 
more generally. 
 


