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A basic observation with regards to limits of noun phrase (NP) extraction is that extraction from a definite NP is 
typically blocked, while extraction from an indefinite NP is allowed. This is the definiteness effect, which is robust 
but remains subject to some exceptions. One of these exceptions is that when the definite NP is headed by a verb 
of creation (VOC), extraction is once again permitted. Despite the revived interest in definiteness effects, the 
unique status of VOCs in alleviating the island status of definite NPs has been largely overlooked.  

This work investigates these bridging effects of VOCs on extraction from definite NPs and suggests a 
novel, event-semantics proposal that builds on the Single Event Condition (SEC). Firstly, I propose that not all 
VOCs, but instead a salient, narrower set of VOCs – Verbs of conception (Vcon) – result in bridging effects. A 
Vcon refers to a verb that denotes the moment its object complement comes into existence, for example snap in 
snap a picture.  An example of a VOC that is not a Vcon is one that denotes the creation of an iteration of its direct 
object complement, rather than its conception, such as print in print a picture. Secondly, I propose that only Vcon 
can form a single event with its object complement, rather than all VOCs, which crucially fulfils the SEC, allowing 
for extraction out of a definite NP object complement. To support this proposal, an experiment conducted to 
investigate the correlation between the ability to extract out of a definite NP and to what degree a verb can be 
considered a Vcon revealed the two dimensions to be significantly correlated (p < 0.001), accounting for 65% of 
the observed variance (Adjusted R2=0.653).  
 


