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Based on a number of cross-linguistic generalizations, Bošković (2008, 2012) proposes that languages with definite 
articles have DP in the nominal domain (i.e., DP-language), while languages without definite articles lack it (i.e., NP-
language). For instance, Bošković establishes the generalization that only languages without definite articles may 
allow adjunct extraction out of a nominal phrase. The gist of Bošković’s deduction of this generalization is that DP 
blocks the extraction in question in languages with definite articles, whereas the extraction is (in principle) possible 
in article-less languages because DP is absent. 

Note that Bošković’s NP/DP-language distinction is a two-way cut; whether a language has definite articles 
or not correlates with whether it has DP or not. Interestingly, however, Talić (2015, 2017) argues for a three-way 
distinction of NP/DP-languages, showing that affixal article languages (e.g., Bulgarian) pattern with article-less 
languages in some domains when the definite article is absent. For instance, adjunct extraction out of a nominal phrase 
mentioned above is allowed only in the absence of the definite article in Bulgarian. Talić thus argues that affixal article 
languages may lack DP in the absence of the definite article. 

Note here that in both Bošković’s and Talić’s proposals, the presence of a definite article in a given language 
or a construction correlates with projection of DP. In this study, however, I show that mere presence/absence of a 
definite article does not straightforwardly correlate with the presence/absence of DP in Italian. I then propose possible 
options of merger of Italian definite articles in syntax under the Bare Phrase Structure Theory, which capture the 
otherwise mysterious behavior of this language. In a bigger typological picture, I argue that Italian is a different type 
of DP-language and that the NP/DP-language distinction needs to be more fine-grained than Bošković’s two-way cut 
or Talić’s three-way cut. 
 


